Hyperkalemia-induced failure of atrial capture during dual-chamber cardiac pacing.
This report describes hyperkalemia-induced failure of atrial capture associated with preservation of ventricular pacing in a patient with a dual-chamber (DDD) pacemaker. This differential effect on atrial and ventricular excitability during cardiac pacing correlates with the well known clinical and experimental observation that the atrial myocardium is more sensitive to hyperkalemia than is the ventricular myocardium.